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Editorial

The virtues of collective intelligence
and inclusive innovation processes

by Dr. Norbert
Richard Ibrahim,
Assistant Secretary
General, OACPS
Secretariat,
Political Affairs
and Human
Development
Department

Recently (13-15 February 2023), the OACPS
Research and Innovation (R&l) Programme
organised its first Stakeholders’ Exchange
Meeting (in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia). This event
demonstrated two things: the power of
collective intelligence and the need to
assemble the driving forces of research and
innovation ecosystems.

Over 60 beneficiaries of ACP Innovation Fund
projects and Policy Support Facility services,
representing a wide range of African,
Caribbean and Pacific R&l stakeholders
(academia, research centres, regional and
national authorities / agencies in charge of
R&I, the private sector, and civil society
organisations) engaged actively in working
groups on a variety of topics.

Financed by the European Union

Newsletter n°5 - March 2023

They exchanged ideas, experiences and good
practices on common perspectives and
challenges with their peers and other
stakeholders.

They expanded their networks and explored
potential collaborations.

These three intensive days of meetings
highlighted the necessity to strengthen the
‘Science-Policy-Industry-Society’ interface,
taking into account the full participation of
women and youth, in order to make R&I more
result-oriented and beneficial to society at
large, and to accelerate societal uptake of

R&I products and services.

This interface is complex and requires a
holistic approach encouraging policy makers,
scientists, industry leaders and civil society
to closely work together and find sustainable
approaches to the challenges we face.

This stakeholders’ exchange meeting, held
midway through our R&l Programme, was a
great opportunity to reflect together on how
to further improve the implementation and
impact levels of our activities in the field.

Find out more about this event on our
website: http://bit.ly/3ZdCkd1
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INNOVATION FUND (IF)

Call for proposals launched by the Fab Lab
EcoDéchets in DRC (UEA, PDTIE) #waste #recycling rarucipate

#valorisation #management

First issue of Innov' Mag by the PRICNAC project
#promotion #research #innovation #digital

Steering committee of the VaRRIWA project
#tvalorisation #iresults #ireseach #innovation

Read more

More information about IF recipients and their

third-party projects (news, publications, etc.) Read more

POLICY SUPPORT FACILITY (PSF)

B }{ OACPS R&l = TECHNOLOGY

Launch of the first Mutual Learning Exercise on | PE{ FITITS
Policy Support Facilty R&l strategies and policies in Addis Ababa

Mutual I.oarp?ng- and st”rategies:
‘ Towards a national R&I policy in Guinea (launch of

“"*'"-" i the service and field mission) Read more

@t PSF service in Kenya: final event and publications
atmre (guidelines on commercialisation of R&D outputs Read more
and coordination of innovation hubs)

Join our team of PSF experts

Interview with Mané Seck, a young Senegalese
scientist, winner of the international competition
'My thesis in 180 seconds'

Explore our podcast series 'Innovative voices'

Join our platform, discover our new discussion
groups and create your own content

EVENTS AND RESOURCES

Webinar co-organised by AGriDI and VaRRIWA m
projects on digital technologies and resilient

agriculture in West Africa

Caribbean Urban Forum 2023- HIT RESET project Participate
Summary report of our webinar on 'Bridging Read
Universities to industries in Africa’
Main findings of the cross-fertilisation workshops

Read

on R&l project implementation and impact
management
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