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R&I at the heart of
EU's international
cooperation

by Thierry Barbe, Head of Unit Science
Technology Innovation and Digitalisation,
Directorate-General for International

Partnership, European Commission

As the latest report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reminded us, the
coming years will be critical in keeping the world
on the path to sustainable development. More
than ever, Research and Innovation (R&I) is
needed to find practical solutions to global
challenges (pandemics, biodiversity loss,
desertification, etc.) and pressing societal issues
(food and energy security, inclusive growth, job
creation, etc.), while providing evidence for
clear decision-making and shedding light on
ongoing changes and necessary transformations.

Cooperation in R&l is an integral part of the
development cooperation policy of the European
Union (EU), and a key avenue for efficient
partnerships with countries and organisations
across the globe to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
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Within Horizon Europe, the current R&l
framework programme the ‘Africa Initiative’

also includes several relevant topics for
cooperation with Africa: public health
systems, green transition, innovation and
technology, and capacities for science.

These priorities reflect those agreed by the
African Union and the EU within their High
Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science,
Technology and Innovation. As part of this
dialogue, the European and African State
Leaders have recently agreed to jointly
develop an Innovation Agenda to translate
results into tangible outputs.

The upcoming European Development Days
(EDD) in June will also allow for discussions
on concrete implementation of the new
European Global Gateway strategy that

focuses on boosting smart, clean and secure
links in digital, energy and transport, and
strengthening health, education and research
systems across the world.

In today’s world, the complexity of the most
pressing challenges at both global and
societal levels calls for coordinated R&I
activities. | invite you to join us in developing
and implementing such activities through
enhanced commitment and lasting R&l
partnerships.


https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/rtd/items/716459/en
https://eudevdays.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway_en

INNOVATION FUND (IF)

Training workshop for the 15 third-party Read more
entities of the PDTIE project in Cameroon

Discover the factsheets of the 12 projects

financed by the ACP Innovation Fund Read more
Call for proposals for the HIT RESET Caribbean

project (#resilience #coastal communities Read more

#climate change)

More information about IF recipients and their Read more
third-party projects (news, publications,etc.)

After Lesotho, Mauritania, Gambia and Timor-
Leste, the 5th PSF service is underway in Kenya

PSF publications on The Gambia: towards a first
national Research and Innovation strategy

Find all the PSF services (factsheets, news,
publications, etc.)

Join our team of PSF experts

An interview with Talash Huijbers, insect farmer
in Kenya

Find all our podcasts and subscribe to our
'Innovative Voices' series!

Join our platform, discover our new discussion
groups and create your own content
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Open Science in the Pacific: a regional workshop
coming soon! M

An upcoming debate on Sustainability Science: M
how to optimise the impact of science towards

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals?
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https://www.facebook.com/oacpsresearchandinnovation/
https://twitter.com/OacpsProgramme
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